A similar study has been made of the Rhsystem and the frequency of Rh-negatives has been studied and analysed. In this system the randomness of the material is not so certain as in the case of the ABO system, and there are other difficulties associated with the complexity of the Rh-system, so that such an analysis is bound to be somewhat less satisfactory than for the ABO system. Nevertheless, the author has done the best that is possible with the material available, and it is certainly a useful section of the book.
For those who are interested in genetics this book is of course invaluable, but it is equally valuable to many other classes of workers who are interested in the British people. Many studies have been made of the frequency of blood groups in disease and their possible association with disease, and this book will enable such workers to see whether or not the population with which their investigations are concerned is homogeneous, and to obtain a standard frequency with which to compare their results, even though their work may have been confined to a particularly small area of the country.
This book contains a wealth of detail unsurpassed by any other volume of a similar kind, particularly in the case of the ABO groups. The work contains and lists a large number of references and is a source of material which is not available elsewhere. It is a scholarly work, painstakingly and accurately compiled. Dr Kopec is to be congratulated upon its success, and credit must also be given to the publishers for the clarity and effectiveness of the presentation. Basel: S Karger 1971 London: Academic Press After a cursory historical introduction, this beautifully produced book devotes the next nine chapters to a superficial survey of the scientific fundamentals of the subject.
The senior author is a clinician of wide and penetrating experience and the second half of the book, liberally sprinkled with notes on individual cases, recalls the elan with which he was wont to lecture or conduct a clinical seminar.
Each chapter may be read as an individual essay. I particularly enjoyed the chapters on amyloidosis and on Waldenstrom's disease. Unexpectedly, I was disappointed in the last chapter, on treatment -but treatment is disappointing.
A good prose style makes the reading of a book an enhanced pleasure. The authors' erudition is evident; it is therefore with diffidence that I suggest they read Milton's 'Areopagitica', a model of vigorous language, of lucidity and brevity.
The international literature abounds with reviews in this field. It is against this background that the book must bejudged. As a memorial to a great clinician it will surely take its place, but hardly as a contribution to our advancing knowledge.
NICHOLAS H MARTIN
Pathology of Conducting Tissue of the Heart by M J Davies MD MRcPath pp vii+ 199 illustrated £4-20 London: Butterworths 1971 Every doctor knows that morphological study of the human conducting system is difficult, both in technique and in interpretation. In recent years, experts such as Rossi in Italy, Mahaim and Lenegre in France, and Lev, James, Titus and others in the USA have clarified and encouraged work in this field.
Dr Davies now joins the small band of workers in the UK, with an excellent pocket-sized monograph which has been a pleasure to study. It is an expansion of work on heart-block for which he is known internationally. It describes the anatomy of, and the methods for studying, the conducting system and its normal variations. Detailed accounts cover the pathology of heart block, the Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome and various arrhythmias, and there is a valuable concluding bibliography.
The book has an attractive format, the print is neat, the text comprehensive and clear, and the photographs carefully chosen and finely reproduced. Proof reading has been careful and very few mis-spellings persist. Perhaps in a future edition Dr Davies might improve diagrams 1, 27 This excellent book is really more than an atlas: it is also a laboratory guide, a form of dissecting manual. Like its first edition, it is an analysis of the human brain sectionalized into the main planes with full-sized photographs. With a suitable specimen, this book, and 'scalpel, fine forceps and scissors' as recommended, it is easily possible to obtain a three-dimensional appreciation of the macroscopic structure of the brain, and then proceed to a greater microscopic differentiation of its parts and an understanding of their function. Various pictorial techniques are employed by which the anatomy of the brain can be studied, including a special part devoted to a series of sections stained for myelin by the Pal-Weigert method. At the present time, although there is an adequate supply of bequests of bodies to medical schools there can still be difficulty in obtaining suitable brains for examination and dissection. Certainly the ideal mentioned in this book,'... for students to work in groups of four, each having two-and-a-half formalin-fixed brains for study', can be difficult to achieve; consequently this book should prove of great value to undergraduate students. Its value to clinical neurologists, on the other hand, is likely to be limited. This book is well produced and includes an extensive bibliography of all the important other such atlases previously published.
DENIS DOOLEY
Physical and Mental Assessment Spotlight No 1 by Jessie Parfit MD DCH pp xiv+ 130 £O 90 London: National Children's Bureau 1971 An essential part of the care of the handicapped child is comprehensive assessment by several experts in medicine, nursing, social work and education. Dr Parfit's 'Spotlight on Physical and Mental Assessment' -the first of its kindis a valuable guide to the way the service is developing and will be greatly welcomed by all concerned in the work, including the voluntary agencies. One of the aims is to make useful ideas available to others.
Attractively produced and easily read, with an excellent cross-reference system, this handbook describes assessment centres or services in over forty special reports under six categorieslocal authority, hospitals, those associated with prolonged observation facilities, schools, hospitals for the mentally handicapped and regional centres. Additional reports are promised in biannual supplements. The survey reveals considerable variation in the participation of various medical and other staff and in the type of provision. This experience and experiment of the early years to fashion the future type of service was foreseen by the Expert Group on Comprehensive Assessment Centres for Handicapped Children (Ministry of Health, 1968). More disturbing are the disadvantages for assessment of the fragmentation of the child health services; for example, it is stated that many local authorities still divide the functions of their medical officers into pre-school, school age and mentally handicapped. An integrated assessment -service for all children with all forms of handicapmental, emotional, physical, educational or socialand the appointment of a co-ordinator for handicapped children in each area are rightly highlighted as matters requiring urgent attention. This book contains papers delivered at a symposium on lignocaine held in September 1970. It is a pity that the British 'approved name' of the drug was not used. The papers cover all aspects of the subject from basic electrophysiology through to routine clinical use.
The opening paper by Vaughan Williams, on electrophysiology of the normal heart and the genesis of arrhythmias, is particularly good. There are a number of papers containing data relating plasma concentrations of lignocaine to electrophysiological change in the normal heart and its action in suppressing arrhythmias, particularly those that arise after myocardial infarction.
There was disagreement between different contributors concerning the value of prophylactic use of lignocaine and about the loading and maintenance doses that are appropriate to use. Prescott and Nimmo said that the steady-state level of lignocaine in plasma was appreciably higher in patients with recent myocardial infarction than has been reported in normal people. Theyrecommended that the plasmaconcentrations of the drug should be monitored in ill patients being treated with it.
As with all conference reports, this book contains a certain amount of duplication and lacks the coherent exposition that is possible in a book written by a smaller number of authors. However, many of the papers are good and the book has been got into press with commendable rapidity. It should prove useful reading for the staff of intensive care units, and others who are responsible for the emergency treatment of patients with serious cardiac arrhythmias.
C T DOLLERY
Teamwork for World Health Ciba Foundation Symposium edited by Gordon Wolstenholme and Maeve O'Connor ppxiii+242 £3-00 London: J& A Churchill 1971 Inevitably the spirits sink slightly when confronted with a verbatim account of the papers and discussion at a symposium. Could not some
